


Suggestions for Maundy Thursday/Good Friday Service

Child: Why did Jesus say, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins”?

Host: He said that because from the time of Moses until now, God requires that
there must be shedding of blood. Hebrews 9:22 says, “In fact, the law requires
that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood
there is no forgiveness.” So Jesus offered Himself and his blood for the
forgiveness of sins, and for that we can be thankful.

Host: Do any of the children around this table have any more questions about
what we are doing, why we are doing it, or about Jesus’ death and resurrection?
There are no wrong questions. It is only wrong if you don’t ask something that
you are wondering about. These are things that are not easy to understand and
we want to help each other. Adults, you can ask questions, too. We'll all try to
work together to answer anything that is asked.

CUP #2 — CUP OF JUDGEMENT -

Host: While | read the following prayer, we are going to again fill the cup of the
person to the right.

Host: Blessed are You, O Eternal, our God, King of the Universe, Creator of the
fruit of the vine. Blessed are You, Lord Jesus, our Savior, Who took away our
judgment because of our own sin. We recognize, Jesus, that we like sheep have
gone astray, that we have each turned our own way. And tonight we praise and
thank You for taking our sin upon yourself and allowing the judgment for OUR
sins to be laid upon you. We praise you for your mercy, for not receiving what
we really deserved. Blessed are You, Lord, our God, ruler of the Universe, the
God of Judgment, who rids us of our bondage to sin and death.

Host: Let’s drink from the cup. (Allow time for reflection)

HANDWASHING/REFLECTION —

Host: The Jews wash their hands again to be clean before they eat. We choose
to “wash” our hearts so that we are ready for Communion. While we spend some
time in silence, ask Jesus to reveal to you areas in which you need forgiveness
from Him. Confess your sins to Him. Experience the joy of coming to the
Communion table as a pure and holy child of your Father. Parents may wish to
pray with their children at this time.

Host (Optional activity to make a symbol): As you finish praying, take one of the
rocks found on the table. Using a Sharpie marker, draw 3 crosses on one side
and write your name under the middle cross. Leave the other side blank. Place
your rock beside your cup. You will take it home with you as a reminder of
Christ’'s body, broken for you. The empty side will remind you that Jesus is alive
today! (You don’t need to use the rocks. Be creative. What type of symbol can
you think of?)

Optional: Listen to music during this time of reflection. A list of suggested songs
is at the end of the script.
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Host (when everyone is finished): Blessed are You, O Lord our God, Ruler of
the world, who made us pure and holy by sending Your Son to die on the cross
for our sins. Jesus, thank You for Your sacrifice and for allowing us to bring our
sins to the foot of the cross. Thank You that we can find forgiveness for our sins.

MATZO/AFIKOMEN —

Host: It is now time to eat the unleavened bread. This is the last food of the
meal. Forthe Jews, it was very important that this was the last taste left in the
mouth. For Christians, this is also significant as it allows us to remember Jesus’
sacrifice for us.

Host (while holding the three pieces of unleavened bread): As | unwrap the
middle piece of bread, we remember that Jesus didn’t stay dead and buried in a
tomb, He was resurrected and lives today. He told us that this bread is to remind
us of His body. We will break pieces from this bread to remember that Jesus’
body needed to be broken before it could be resurrected. These actions, His
death and His resurrection, should always be in our memories. As the bread
comes around, tear off a little piece and then wait so that we can all eat of the
bread together.

Host (once everyone has been served): The Lord Jesus, on the night he was
betrayed, took bread, 2and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said,
"This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." (from 1
Corinthians 11:23-24)

Host: Let us eat together.

Optional: While the bread is being passed around, listen to or sing a song about
Christ’s sacrifice, suggestions are given at the end of the script:

CUP #3 — CUP OF REDEMPTION —

Host: Itis time to again pour juice into the cup on your right.

Host: The third cup of the Passover meal was the cup of redemption. To be
redeemed means to be bought back from slavery. In the time of Moses, God
brought the people of Israel out of slavery from the Egyptians. Now, as
Christians, how much more do we have the opportunity to enjoy the freedom we
have from sin and death because of the great price that God paid to buy us back
from the slavery of sin and death.

Adult (to the children): How much did it cost God to buy us back from the
slavery of sin and death?

Child: It cost the death of His Son.

Adult (to the children): How much did it cost Jesus to buy us back from the
slavery of sin and death?
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Child: It cost Him His life.

Host: In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new
covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me."
%FEor whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes. (From 1 Cor. 11: 25 — 26)

Host: Blessed are You, O Eternal, our God, King of the Universe, who bought
us with the blood of Your own Son. As we drink of this cup of redemption, we
remember Your own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for
us. Your Son purchased our freedom with His blood. So as we drink this cup of
redemption, we proclaim Jesus’ death for us. Jesus, our Lord and Savior, we
thank you for your sacrifice. Thank you for shedding your blood, for giving your
life, so that we could be bought back from sin and death.

Host: Let’s drink from this cup.
EMPTY SEAT -

Host: The Jews believe that the Messiah will come during Passover, and that
Elijah will come before Him. This is why they leave an empty place at the
Passover table. They also leave the door slightly open. At this point in the meal,
someone (usually a child) will be sent to the door to bring back the sad report, “I
don’t see him tonight. He's not coming. Perhaps he will come next year.” There
is no mention of this act at Jesus’ last supper. Some people think that maybe
Jesus sat in the place set for Elijah, showing His disciples that He was, and is,
the longed-for Messiah.

Host: Of course we know that Jesus, the Messiah, has come. \We have chosen
to leave an empty chair not for Elijah, but to symbolize all of the people who do
not yet know Christ. We can all think of people who need to hear the good news
of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. Remember to pray for these family
members and friends in the hopes that they will join us in celebrating Communion
next year!

CUP #4 — CUP OF PRAISE

Host: And now we will pour juice for the final time.

Host: The final cup of juice stands for the time when Jesus returns to take us to
live with Him forever. In the Last Supper that Jesus had with His disciples, he
said, “l tell you, | will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day
when | drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom." We know from that
statement that Jesus did not drink the last cup of the traditional Passover meal.
Tonight, we will fill this cup but will not drink it in anticipation of the great victory
party when we will all celebrate in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Host: At the end of the Last Supper, Jesus and His disciples probably sang all
or part of the Psalms from what we know as chapters 115 through 118. Together
we will read from Psalm 118. Your line is “His love endures forever.”
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Host: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;

All: His love endures forever.

Host: In my anguish | cried to the Lord, and He answered by setting me free.
All: His love endures forever.

Host: The Lord is with me; | will not be afraid. What can man do to me?

All: His love endures forever.

Host: The Lord is with me; He is my helper. | will look in triumph on my
enemies.

All: His love endures forever.

Host: It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man.

All: His love endures forever.

Host: It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in princes.

All: His love endures forever.

Host: | was pushed back and about to fall, but the Lord helped me.

All: His love endures forever.

Host: The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.
All: His love endures forever.

Host: The Lord’s right hand is lifted high; The Lord’s right hand has done mighty
things!

All: His love endures forever.

Host: | will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done.

All: His love endures forever.

Host: The Lord has chastened me severely, but he has not given me over to
death.

All: His love endures forever.

Host: | will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my
salvation.

All: His love endures forever.

Host: The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has
done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.

All: His love endures forever.

Host: This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

You are my God, and | will give you thanks; you are my God, and | will exalt you.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

All: His love endures forever.

CONCLUSION -

Host: Jews conclude their Seder with the phrase, “Next year in Jerusalem.”

This expresses their hope that the Messiah will come in the following year. Since
we know that Jesus, the Messiah, did come, after the following Scripture
passage we are going to end our service with the phrase, “Until we are with the
Lord forever.”

Host: "Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep,
or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. “We believe that Jesus died
and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have
fallen asleep in him. "®According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who
are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede
those who have fallen asleep. *®For the Lord himself will come down from
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the
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trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. " After that, we who are
still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. **Therefore
encourage each other with these words. (From 1 Thessalonians 4: 13 — 18)

All: Until we are with the Lord forever. Amen.

Host: I'm sure you have noticed that we did not drink from the last cup. At this
time we are going to pour all of our cups into a single container, symbolizing our
oneness in Christ and our single goal to live for Him until we are all reunited in
Heaven.
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Recipe for Unleavened Bread

Unleavened Bread — from Quin Hock
1 stick butter softened to room temperature 1 pint heavy cream
7 -71/4] c. flour 1 pint half and half
Mix all together adding creams slowly. Work together then knead until
smooth, approximately 10 minutes. Roll out 1/4" thick - no thinner than
that! Cut into strips, then pieces if desired. Deep prick with fork. Bake at
350 until it starts to brown on the bottom (10 - 15 min.) WATCH CLOSELY.
Lay on towels to cool. Store in an air-tight container.

Scriptures:
o Gen. 3;14 — 15; Exodus 6:1 —8; 12; Deut. 16: 1 —8; Is. 7:14; Mt. 1:22 —
23, Matt. 26:29; Mark 14: 12 — 26; Luke 22: 1 — 20; John 13: 1 — 30; Heb.
11:24 -28; 1 Cor. 56 -9; 10: 16 —17; 11: 26 - 28; Gal. 5:9

Songs:

Broken and Beautiful by Brian Doerkson

Communion/This is the Body by Third Day

Here | Am to Worship by Chris Tomlin (various artists)

Above All by Michael W. Smith

Lord, I Lift Your Name on High by Rick Founds (various artists)
Break Thou the Bread of Life by Mary A. Lathbury

O 0 O O O O

Children’s books:
e The Parable of the Lily by Liz Curtis Higgs (Easter)
Passover: Jewish Celebration of Freedom by Amanda Doering
This is our Seder by Ziporah Hildebrandt
The Very First Easter by Paul L. Maier
Why on this Night? By Rahel Musleah (Passover)

Websites:
o http://subversiveinfluence.com/2006/07/emerging-kids-communion-the-
kids-table/
o http://canearl.wordpress.com/2007/11/06/wfmw-explaing-communion-to-
kids/
o www.aish.com/passfamily/
o www.torahtots.com/holidays/pesach/pesseder.htm
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www.partypop.com/Themes/PASS0001.html
www.chabad.org/holidays/Passover/pesach cdo/aid/1825/jewish/Passov
er-A-toZ.html

www.ehow.com/how 12296 conduct-passover-seder.html
www.familyfun.go.com/parties/holiday/feature/famf0400passover/famf040
Opassover.html
www.redbridgerenet.co.uk/ictinset/march03/passover/passoverprayer.htm
I

www.everysoul.org/wordpress/wp-

http://urj.org/
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